
 

 

 

 

 

 

Bayfront Stormwater Garden 

Where to From Here? 
   
  

              

                

Turtle Plaza 

 
   

 

 

 

Two-Acre Design 
 

The two-acre design has the 

outline of the Great Lakes complete  

with the Soo Locks, Niagara Falls,  

a turtle plaza made from Iron Range 

rock, and a dragonfly plaza that is a  

bridge over the St Mary’s waterfalls. 

 

Each Great Lake contains 

one species of wetland plant.  The  

plants will help to cleanse the 

stormwater that enters the site from 

Interstate 35. 

 

The project combines education, 

recreation, art, history, and water  

quality concerns.          Dragonfly Plaza  
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Half-acre Design – Marsh Rose 
 

 

   

        

 
The half-acre is designed to look like the Marsh Rose – Rosa plustra.  Each 

cell will hold a different wetland plant species, with some cells arranged in 

the shape of a rose while others are waterfalls shaped as leaves.  

 

Both designs were created by Patricia Johanson and engineered by Barr 

Engineering.  The designs allow for walkways and interpretative signage to 

provide access and educate the public about stormwater, the plants, and 

ecological processes taking place.  The Bayfront project will provide a link 

between the Munger Bike Trail, the walkway to the Depot and downtown 

Duluth, the Great Lakes Aquarium, Duluth Entertainment and Convention 

Center, Canal Park shops, hotels and restaurants, and the Lakewalk. 

 

In the summer of 2007 the Duluth City Council’s actions regarding the 

Bayfront Stormwater Garden neither approved nor rejected the project.  

Since then, we have been on hold until a new chief administrator and city 

planner are hired.  We remain positive that our new Mayor and City Council 

will move this project forward. 
 



 

    

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Sweetwater Alliance Joins 1% For The Planet 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The mission of 1% For The Planet is to “ use market forces to drive positive 

environmental change by inspiring companies to give.” 

 

1% For The Planet is enabling businesses to take a lead role in being 

environmental stewards and to set an example for the rest of the business 

community. These companies embrace the notion that the sustainability of 

the natural environment is fundamental to the sustainability of business.  

Member companies donate directly to their desired nonprofits (that would be 

Sweetwater Alliance). 

 

If your company would like to join 1% For The Planet visit 

http://www.onepercentfortheplanet.org/ or E-mail 

info@onepercentfortheplanet.org or call 978-462-5353. 

 

Jill Jacoby, Sweetwater Alliance 

Executive Director received an 

Environmental Stewardship Award in 

2007, presented by the Lake Superior 

Binational Program.  The award is 

given for “outstanding contributions to 

protect and restore Lake Superior.” 

Specifically, it was awarded to Jill for 

her work with citizen-based 

environmental art projects over the past 

fifteen years, including her efforts to 

build an educational stormwater garden 

on Duluth’s waterfront. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Dianna VonRabenau – Green Mercantile 

Tim Lundell – Western Lake Superior Sanitary District 

Jonathon Tupper – UMD Environmental Sustainability 

Coordinator 
  

 

   

PO BOX 3100 

Duluth MN 55803 

218-728-5392 

www.sweetwateralliance.org 

Would you like to help? 
 

If so, please consider volunteering with us, making a financial 

contribution, and/or contacting Mayor Ness and the city council 

and encouraging them to move the project forward. 

council@duluthmn.gov 

 

Yes – I’d like to _____Volunteer 

 

Yes – I’d like to _____Contribute 

 

Name_____________________________________ 

 

Address___________________________________ 

 

City/Zip___________________________________ 

 

Phone_____________________________________ 

     To Mindy Gruber, Carrie Rust, and Felicia Roedl

      College of St. Scholastica web design students

       for updating our web site. Check it out: 
       www.sweetwateralliance.org 


